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Important Dates
 

If reading from a computer, click
underlined dates for more

information
 

Sept 6: Labor Day, CCOE Offices
Closed

 
Sept 7 & 23: CCOE Paraeducator

Assessments
 

Sept 8: "And Literacy For All"
Story Time on Facebook

 
Sept 8: "We Are Family/Entre
Familia" Parent Engagement

Night
 
 
 
 

Contact CCOE
 

Main Office
345 5th Street

Colusa, CA 95932
(530) 458-0350

 
Education Village

499 Margurite Street
Williams, CA 95987

(530) 473-1350
 

Colusa County Office of Education
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Communicate      Collaborate      Operate      Educate

Hello Colusa County families! I’m pleased to welcome you to a
new school year and I want to take a moment to thank our
educators. So many of you continue to step up to the plate
and do your job to the highest caliber. I thank you all for your
excellent effort and your tireless focus serving our students
and our parents. I want to encourage all of us to remember
that the stress we feel during this time is unprecedented, and
sometimes seems surreal. Please be reassured that the county
public health office, your district superintendents, as well as
the Colusa County Office of Education are all working
together to try to mitigate the issues of COVID-19. While
navigating this year may look different from district to
district, the Colusa County Office of Education is always here
to offer support to each of our communities, and their
teachers, students, and administrators.  I want to thank you
for your dynamic approach through this difficult and trying
time, and I want to reassure you that we will get through this
together. Let’s make this the best school year yet!

http://www.ccoe.net/
https://www.facebook.com/colusacoe
http://instagram.com/colusacoe
https://twitter.com/colusacoe
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGnZ4oi5nQ1l_lrk3Ta0E4Q
https://ccoe.net/UserFiles/Servers/Server_675748/File/Human%20Resources/CODESP%20Summer%20Flyer%202021.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/CCOEANDLITERACYFORALL


PRESCHOOL, INFANT & TODDLER
CLASSROOMS NOW ENROLLING
Children's Services Department

Children's Services preschool, infant and
toddler classrooms are now enrolling! 
 Options when enrolling include Early Head
Start, Head Start, and State Preschool with
home visiting and part- or full-day programs. 
 Each site provides children with school
readiness activities focused on mathematics
and literacy through hands-on exploration,
along with nutritious meals.  Moreover,
enrolled children receive developmental
assessments and health screenings.  For more
information about the programs offered by
Children's Services, call (530) 458-0350.  To
apply, visit www.ccoe.net and click on the
Children's Services Department icon.

DEPARTMENT SPOTLIGHT
Technology Services

After living in Seattle (WA), Encinitas (CA), and
spending his middle and high school years in
Greenville (SC), IT Specialist James
Cunningham returned to California and has
worked for CCOE for eight months.  While this
is his first IT job, he has been around
technology his whole life.  The part of James'
job that he likes the most is the people he
works with.  "Everyone is so friendly and
polite; it makes it a joy to help my fellow
employees out," James said.  When not
working, he enjoys swimming and
blacksmithing.  While living in Greenville,
James worked as a blacksmith for six years
and created art for the city.

Alexandar Evans, Director of Technology

James Cunningham, IT Specialist I Kyle Gehrts, IT Analyst

A native of Olivehurst, Director of Technology Alex Evans 
has worked for CCOE for 22 years.  After attending 
Lindhurst High School and working in IT consulting upon 
graduation, Evans attended Yuba Community College 
where he furthered his education in Information 
Technology.  It was after enrolling in the Yuba College IT 
program with an inspirational instructor that Alex said he 
was "hooked and never looked back."  What Alex most 
loves about working in IT at CCOE is that each new 
day brings a new puzzle for his department to solve.  
"I like helping people and can hopefully make their day better by solving their problems," Alex stated.  
He also enjoys the fluidity of the IT field and the great teamwork he, Kyle, and James share.
When not at work, Alex loves spending time with his wife of 16 years Shenise, 9-year-old son Zander,
6-year-old daughter Avery, and their Boxer dog Lando.  The family enjoys camping in their camp
trailer on the beach and loves to go over the top decorating their house each Halloween.  Alex also
loves playing games, watching movies, attending concerts, and watching standup comedy.  Lately he
has been dabbling in writing, and wrote and published a dystopian short story called "6G" on Amazon.

L to R: Michael P. West, Kyle Gehrts,
James Cunningham, & Alexandar Evans

IT Analyst and Yuba City grown Kyle Gehrts has
worked in technology since 2011, but has always
had an interest in it.  His main interest while
working at CCOE has been a sharp focus  solving
the internet connectivity issues in Colusa County
and beyond.  What Kyle most likes about working
in the IT field is that he enjoys solving problems
and has the freedom to be creative in his
problem solving.  When not working, Kyle enjoys
writing music, painting, camping, playing board
games, and writing.

Click here to learn about the 
CCOE EduNet Project!

http://www.ccoe.net/
https://www.ccoe.net/cms/one.aspx?portalId=675832&pageId=760233
http://colusacountywifi.net/


FEATURED FACES
President Cristy J. Edwards
CCOE Board of Education

Principal Victoria Wilson
Burchfield Primary School

President Edwards grew up in the city of Williams when it was
still considered a town, with a population boasting 1,000. 
 Beginning work at local Italian food establishment Louis Cairo's
when she was just a teen, Edwards worked her way through
college, earning an AA in Business at Yuba Community College
and completing a degree as a paralegal.  She subsequently
purchased Louis Cairo's, and 6 years ago after 30 years in the
hospitality industry, retired.  President Edwards first became
interested in education when her oldest daughter was in
preschool.  She served on the Colusa Preschool Board of
Directors, Partners for the Future of Ag in Maxwell, and was
involved in the Ag Advisory Committee.  She was also elected to
the Maxwell Board of Trustees twice and served there until
running for her current position on CCOE's Board of Education. 
 "I really wanted to become a County Board member because 

Principal Victoria Wilson is a new face at Burchfield Primary School, 
but not in the community.  A Colusa County native, Principal Wilson 
grew up and raised her three children in Maxwell.  She has been 
married to husband Randy for 27 years, and the couple have a son, 
Nick, and two daughters, Kendall and Natalie.  Principal Wilson 
attended Chico State University where she received her Bachelor's 
and Master's Degrees and teaching credentials.  When not serving 
her students she enjoys volunteering and working with children.
Victoria has taught piano and swimming lessons, and has directed
plays.  Principal Wilson also volunteers as the church musician for
Sacred Heart Church in Maxwell.  As a former music teacher, she

can play most instruments, and has played the piano for 39 years.  Her favorite thing about working
in education is the spirit and energy of children learning things for the first time.  "Education is
such an incredible way to create opportunities to watch growth happen for all children," she stated.
"Sometimes the learning process is confusing or frustrating.  But when the moment of
understanding happens, there is joy for the teacher and the student."

 
 

Rebecca Azevedo
Special Education Teacher

 
Johnny Magann

Special Education School Psychologist

Welcome to CCOE's Newest Team Members! 
 

Krystle Duggins
Special Education Teacher

 
Megan Murphy

Special Education Teacher

Isabel Zavala
Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant

education is changing so rapidly," she said. "I have been amazed and impressed by the level of
professionalism here in the county, and additionally inspired by the heart that accompanies
everything done here."  Edwards understands the notion of heart, not only on the board but in her
personal life.  She and her husband have 7 children, two of whom have been adopted, and another
who was just welcomed to the family through the foster care system.  When not spending time with
her family or fulfilling board responsibilities, Edwards spends time quilting, gardening, traveling,
and reading.  You can also find her following her kids to horse shows, and is usually helping out in
the announcer's booth.  For the CCOE Board of Education, President Edwards oversees the
precincts of Stonyford, Lodoga, Maxwell, and parts of Newland and Geneva.



We are hiring!  Full-Time, Part-Time & 
Substitute Employment Opportunities. 

Contact Human Resources at (530) 458-0350 
or scan the QR code to see current job openings!

 

ADULT SCHOOL NOW ENROLLING
Educational Services Department
Registration is now open at
the Colusa County Adult
School! Classes include High
School Diploma, HiSET,
English as a Second Language
(ESL), Citizenship, and
Keyboarding/Office Skills.
Keyboarding/Office Skills
requires a $75 materials fee
while all other courses listed
are free of charge.  Other
Career Technical Education
courses such as Microsoft
Word, Microsoft Excel,
Accounting, and QuickBooks
will be offered on a rolling
basis beginning in October. 
 The Colusa County Adult
School is located at the

CCOE Education Village in
Williams. Pre-testing is
required for all classes and are
by appointment only. To set
up a pre-testing appointment
or for more information,
interested adults can contact
Claudia Deniz at
cdeniz@ccoe.net or (530) 473-
1350.  New students can
register online at www.
colusacountyadultschool.com,
and returning students can
register  by contacting Mrs.
Deniz. Classes begin
September 7.  Colusa County
Adult School is your path to a
better you.  Start your journey
today! 

For newsletter
inquiries, contact:

Alissa Maas
Communications &

Public Relations Director
amaas@ccoe.net

 

A countywide parent
engagement initiative is set to
begin on September 8, and run
through April 6.  "We are
Family/Entre Familia" is a
series of seven workshops that
will discuss how parents can
best support their child's
education through the lens of
social and emotional learning. 
 Each month's meeting will
focus on a new topic related to
social and emotional learning,
with a meet and greet on
September 8 to kick things off.  
The first workshop will also
include a Loteria & Bingo

activity for families to enjoy. 
 Other topics in this series will
include Tobacco Use
Prevention, Coping with Stress
& Depression, Attendance
Intervention Strategies &
Communication, Self-Care,
Healthy Choices, and
Understanding IEP & 504
plans.  Each meeting will have
a fun activity tied to that
month's topic.  To register for
one or all of these parent
trainings, or for more
information, contact Claudia
Deniz at cdeniz@ccoe.net or
(530) 473-1350 ext. 10304.

PARENT ENGAGEMENT INITIATIVE
Prevention Services Department

It's time to update your
Footsteps2Brilliance

mobile app!
 
 
 

Footsteps2Brilliance has
launched version 9 of its
mobile application; this
means it's time for an

upgrade!  For Apple
products, update the app

through the app store. 
 For Android products,

uninstall and reinstall the
application.  For

questions, contact "And
Literacy For All" Project
Director Karisa Williams

at (530) 473-1350 ext.
10845.  For assistance in

Spanish, contact Literacy
Liaison Stefani Santana at
(530) 473-1350 ext. 10326.

mailto:cdeniz@ccoe.net
http://www.colusacountyadultschool.com/
mailto:amaas@ccoe.net
mailto:cdeniz@ccoe.net

